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Marine Plant Flees Predators ¢
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A rabbit might outrun a fox, but stalks of
wheat aren’t making any quick getaways.
Plants, for the most part, don’t flee from

predators.
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But some primitive marine plants are breaking
the rules. Marine scientists at the University of
Rhode Island School of Oceanography recently
discovered a species of phytoplankton that

actively avoids being eaten.
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The scientists observed that the phytoplankton,
called Heterosigma akashiwo, swam away from
zooplankton, its natural predator, yet

remained undaunted by the presence of
predators with an appetite for other things.
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What’s more, when the scientists provided an
area that the predators couldn’t tolerate—sort of
a safe haven 1f you will—the phytoplankton

took refuge in that location. They also avoided
empty water that had previously contained
predators, leading researchers to believe they’re
responding to some sort of chemical signal.
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Agricultural Inventions from 1862: A Look Back

;-.“‘,fﬁ in Scientific American's Archives [Slide Show]

-

As the young United States expanded, inventions became
one of the cornerstones of progress. Inventors could
come from any class of people, including many who
worked long and hard in the dominant industry of 1862,
agriculture
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Space Shuttles, Lasers and Doomsday Bases:
Amazing Payloads for 747s [Slide Show]
Ferrying space shuttles across the country is just one of
the very odd jobs given to the workhorse jumbo jet
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Tunnel Vision: Subterranean Park to Stay Sunny
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60-5econd Science October 10, 2012

Food Chemists Celebrate Tasty

Centennial

It's the 100th anniversary of the Maillard reaction, perhaps the most important
chemical reaction that takes place to enhance food's taste when we cook.
Karen Hopkin reports

Listen to this Podcast
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